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A tornado 25 years ago brought a
new look to Morris. Local A17
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The Detroit Lions pick OSU'’s
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round of the NFL draft. Sports B1
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Mexican
cartels
already
in state

® They are the “No. 1
threat” to Oklahoma, a
narcotics official says.

BY RON JACKSON
The Oklahoman

Crossing a Mexican drug car-
tel usually comes with a price —
death.

On the U.S.-Mexico border,
that price is be-

Editor's Note: ing paid daily
This article with an endless

sheds light on
the violent and
shadowy un-
derworld of the
Mexican drug
cartels in Okla-
homa. In order
to tell the most
accurate story,

stream of execu-
tion-style slayings
in a war to control
drug routes to the
north.

As Mexican of-
ficials crack down
on these -cartels,
violence spreads.

The Oklahoman ~ Lives are merely
has relied on a the cost of do-
variety of state ing business, and

and federal court  since 2007 the in-
recordsaswell  ternational press
as the eyewit- has documented
ness accountsof  more than 7400
twoundercover  drug war-related

agents withthe  murders on the
Oklahoma Bu- border.

reau of Narcotics Police are
and Dangerous gunned down in
Drugs Control.  public ~ squares.

The identities of
the two agents
have been with-
held for their
safety.

Failed drug smug-
glers are tortured
to death and bound
from head to toe in
duct tape. Enemies
are beheaded.

U.S. authorities
fear the violence is creeping across
the border. Yet the truth is that
Mexican drug cartels are already
entrenched in Oklahoma, casting
an ominous shadow on the future of
our cities and rural communities.

“Oklahoma’s No. 1 threat is the
Mexican drug cartels,” said Darrell

SEE CARTEL A4

Amputee
to receive
$2.7 million

® A two-week jail
confinement led to the
loss of both legs.

BY DAVID HARPER
World Staff Writer

Who wants to be a millionaire, if
it means losing your legs in the pro-
cess?

That is what is happening to
Sapulpan Russell “Rusty” Moung-
er.
Mounger has reached a $2.7 mil-
lion settlement in a federal lawsuit
he filed in February 2008 con-
nected to his 2007 stay in the Creek
County Jail. The two-week jail stint
ended up costing him both of his
legs when an infection caused by
blood clots progressed to the point
that doctors had no choice but to
amputate.

Know this up front: Mounger
was no angel. He was being held on
charges of manufacturing and pos-
sessing drugs. He also was charged
with assault and battery on a police

SEE LEGS A10
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State's wildfire season busy

® Traditionally, it should end soon, but some fire
officials say conditions could keep it going longer.

BY GAVIN OFF
World Data Editor

As Oklahoma’s wildfire season
winds down, central and western

sistant director of the Oklahoma
Division of Forestry.

Although Oklahoma’s wildfire
season typically begins with the
first freeze and ends when trees

Oklahoma
wildfires
in 2009

Oklahoma City ;

. A A Wildfires reported °
portions of the state continue to and pastures turn green, officials to the National
feel the effects of a busy season and  said drought and high winds could Interagency Fire Center o v iéa
several recent large-scale blazes. keep much of the state on alert. ‘e
Eastern Oklahoma, on the other Mike Karlin, the assistant fire ) s
hand, escaped with an average M 20>
season, said Mark Goeller, the as- SEE FIRES A7 Source: National Interagency Fire Center Tulsa World
A GIFT FROM QUIKTRIP: RIVER PARKS PLAZA
Formal opening
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What: New $2.8 million
“gathering spot” paid for by
QuikTrip and other donors
at 41st Street Plaza in River
Parks.
When: 10:30 a.m. Friday
Where: 41st Street and River-
side Drive

River Parks projects done

Downtown Tulsa

18th St.

21st St.

3st St
Completed trail || :
improvements A
41st St. plaza ::
and playground .
opens Friday = Ast St
- Y
| 48th St.
Tulsa World

Heather Hogan, 4, walks through
a fountain at the 41st Street Plaza
at River Parks on Saturday. The
plaza's formal opening is Friday.
Photos by MIKE SIMONS/ Tulsa World

Innovative family area called ‘cutting edge’

BY P.J. LASSEK
World Staff Writer

nother milestone in the
transformation of River

Parks will be reached Fri-
day with the opening of the park’s
first new “gathering spot” — the

41st Street Plaza.

The innovative outdoor family
area, which replaced an old play-
ground and shelter, is a gift from
QuikTrip Corp. to commemorate
the company’s 50th anniversary,

celebrated in September.

“We couldn’t think of a better
way to give back to the city than

through this project for River

Parks,” said Chet Cadieux, presi-

dent of QuikTrip.

“Tulsa has been our home and

has supported our stores for 50

years. It’s great that we can return

the favor through the new plaza
and playground,” he said.

Friday, following a dedication
ceremony.

a Cadieux family passion that
began with Chet’s father, Ches-
ter Cadieux, a former longtime

member of River Parks Authority

who’s been instrumental in the
park’s growth since 1983. Chet

The formal opening for the $2.8
million project is set for 10:30 a.m.

Enhancing River Parks has been
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SEE PLAZA A5

in River Parks on Saturday.

High 78, Low 65
Windy, showers and @ o
thunderstorms (' \\ \ P \

Complete weather on D10

Florencio Salas and Fafael Corral work on the 41st Street Plaza

Money maker
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via the mail and
FedEx.

FROM A4

issued for 53 defendants in
a methamphetamine and
marijuana ring connected to
Alonzo Escejeda, a known
Juarez Cartel member. The
warrants named two Mexi-
can nationals as the ring’s
higher-ranking  smugglers:
Jesus Manuel Torres and
Carlos Roberto Salinas.

Torres and Salinas were
later found executed in Ciu-
dad Juarez, their bodies
wrapped from head to toe in
duct tape. Mexican authori-
ties reported that the two had
been tortured.

“Somebody was upset they
lost their dope,” Agent ML.S.
said.

In 2006, state agents
nabbed Jose Gabriel Arm-
endariz, Daniel Munoz and
Juan Castillo as they passed
through Oklahoma City with
$1.6 million worth of cocaine.
Court records indicate the
shipment originated in Mex-
ico, passed through Las Cru-
ces, N.M., and was destined
for distribution in Oklahoma
City and North Carolina. Ar-
mendariz posted bail and is a
fugitive.

In 2007, state and federal
agents arrested 33 suspects
in Pittsburg County in what
District Attorney Jim Miller
called the largest meth ring
he had ever encountered. In-
vestigators learned the drugs
were being shipped from “fi-
esta labs” in Mexico.

Smugglers have been cre-
ative. State agents cracked a
case in 2005 in which illegal
immigrant Edgar Ortega-Za-
leta of Heavener had been re-
ceiving five-pound packages
of methamphetamine via the
mail. Suppliers in Mexico
crossed the border and used
FedEx in McAllen, Texas, to
ship the drugs.

Ortega-Zaleta, 37, is serving
time in federal prison for his
drug-trafficking conviction.
His scheduled release date is
in 2022.

“We’ve seen an increase in
the amount of trafficking by

towns. What’s hard for our
rural law enforcement is
they (the traffickers) speak
Spanish, and they run in very
close-knit groups that stay to
themselves.”

Burns encountered such a
scenario in January when he
charged illegal immigrant Ra-
mon Garcia-Rodriguez with
five counts of drug distribu-
tion and trafficking. Court
records show a confidential
informant bought drugs from
Garcia-Rodriguez on several
occasions at his Chickasha
meat market.

“Ramon was running the
whole operation out of his
meat shop,” Burns said. “It’s
all on video. You can see peo-
ple standing in line for meat
while others are stepping up
to buy their drugs. Amaz-
ing”

Documents seized at the
meat shop show names of al-
leged cartel members, Burns
said. As for Garcia-Rodriguez,
he posted $100,000 bail —
much to Burns’ dismay — and
reportedly fled to Mexico. He,
too, remains a fugitive.

Burns said he wonders
if the next stage in the war
against the Mexican drug
cartels is violence on our own
streets.

The concern isn’t unfound-
ed. Phoenix police document-
ed 368 cartel-related kidnap-
pings last year. In some cases,
the kidnappers sent the vic-
tim’s family a severed finger
to expedite a ransom transac-
tion.

“I'm alarmed knowing the
Mexican drug cartels are so
organized,” Burns said. “They
also have very few rules they
go by regarding law enforce-
ment. Even the Italian Mafia
had boundaries: You try your
case, but you don’t go after
police and DAs.

“The Mexican drug cartels
have no boundaries, and law
enforcement should be con-
cerned.”

Agent M.S. is fully aware of
the escalating danger in Okla-
homa. Yet he is a realist.

“We do what we can do,” he
said. “I just know one thing:
We need more agents.”

riackson@opubco.com

ground featuring

Kompan equipment.
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Cadieux currently serves on
the authority.

Two years in the making,
the signature playground
and plaza is designed to
be an innovative outdoor
environment with unique,
flexible space for children
to play, special events and
gatherings for all ages.

“River Parks is extremely
fortunate to have QuikTrip
as a partner in improving
the quality of life for Tulsa,”
said Matt Meyer, the River
Parks Authority’s executive
director.

Meyer said QuikTrip also
has pledged $50,000 a year
to cover maintenance costs
for the plaza area.

Keith Franklin, the presi-
dent of LandPlan Consul-
tants, which is overseeing
the project, said it provides
family activities unlike any
other park area in the city.

“It’s cutting edge and sets
the bar high as far as gather-
ing spots,” Franklin said.

Private-public partner-

Katelyn Callahan, 7, plays at the 41st Street Plaza at River

Parks on Saturday. MIKE SIMONS/Tulsa World

ships are talked about a lot,
he said, but what makes

this one different is that
“QuikTrip’s creative ideas
weren’t limited by the ability
to provide them, maintain
them or deliver them.”

The project is expected to
be about 98 percent com-
plete by Friday, weather
permitting, Franklin said.
The fountains, plaza area,
playground and landscaping
will be ready for public use,
he said.

The focal point of the area
is the playground featur-
ing Kompan equipment
— known for its blend of
modern design that excites,

Seower State
Products, Inc.

WANTED - 12 HOMES

TO TRAIN SIDING & WINDOW APPLICATORS
(Under supervision - fully guaranteed)
TO APPLY VINYL SIDING & INSULATED WINDOWS
HURRY AND CALL TODAY!! SAVE BIG!!
Complete insulation package included

*NO GIMMICKS*

(No Rental Property Please) I

Call 918-798-1766 1

inspires and challenges

its users. The playground,
divided into age-appropriate
equipment, can accommo-
date up to 118 children.

An interactive children’s
fountain will spew jets of
water to varying heights.
Other water features include
raised canal play areas with
a set of cascading steps, a
lazy river, a bubbler table
and arched water jets.

Surrounding portions of
the playground are pyramid
berms covered with syn-
thetic turf that provide not
only unusual play areas but
casual seating.

The new plaza area has

open-sided shelter and rest
rooms within the plaza are a
craftsman architectural style.

Riverbank stabilization
has opened the view to the
Arkansas River throughout
the area, and an overlook
will serve as a stage.

The parking lot also has
been improved with new
lighting and drainage.

QuikTrip is paying for
more than half of the
project. The rest of the cost
is being covered by other
donors including the George
Kaiser Family Foundation.
The builder is Crossland
Construction.

The foundation also has
donated $12.4 million to
River Parks for the trail
improvements that began
in the fall of 2007. The trail
improvements ultimately
will enlarge and enhance the
trail from 11th to 71st streets
along both sides of the river.

The trail between 39th
and 48th streets will also
open Friday. The completed
trail improvements will
stretch between 11th and
48th streets.

P.J. Lassek 581-8382
pj.lassek@tulsaworld.com

Crystal
0.0 Pools,

www.crystalpoolsok.com

Truck Load Chemical Sale

AND OPENI

" Free Construction Estimates!
Free Hot Dogs, Give-Aways, Drawings,
Big Shine & Show Car & Motorcycle Show,

Free Water Analysis.

121st & Hwy 75
299-8228

8922 S. Memorial
294-9009

Showrooms:

702 5 Utica Avenue

1325 East 15th Street
Warehouse:

504 S Trenton Ave
Tel: 818.587.0510

MUCHO
'MOOLAH!

IT°’S A SUMMER LONG SHINDIG

TO GIVE AWAY A MILLION!

Howdy, Cash Moolah here to let everyone
know we appreciate our players. Which is why
we're raising the excitement and giving away
a million bucks to one lucky player. Yessir, our

“Thanks a Million” summer begins May 1 at
all 7 of our locations and lasts until the Grand
Prize drawing on August 16. Players Club
members can qualify each month for a chance
to be one of 350 finalists. Making the odds
pretty sweet that you might walk away with
the million. You can visit our Players Club or
website and find out all the ways to get your
name in the hopper. So join us for all the fun.
It could wind up being a seven figure payday

918.699.7777 - milliondollarelm.com/thanks

TULSA BARTLESVILLE SAND SPRINGS PONCA CITY SKIATOOK HOMINY PAWHUSKA

Some restrictions may apply. Age restrictions based on Casino location. ©2009 Osage Million Dollar Elm Casino. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700

you'll never forget.
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